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CRIME & VIOLENCE 
(Josh McDowell research 2005 and prior) 

 

 

“1999 NATIONAL REPORT SERIES, JUVENILE JUSTICE BULLETIN” 

 

"Since 1980, 1 in 4 murders of juveniles involved a juvenile offender." 

 

"Nearly 38,000 juveniles were murdered between 1980 and 1997.  A juvenile offender was 

involved in 26% of these crimes when an offender was identified.  In murders of juvenile by 

juveniles, about 1 of every 6 also involved an adult offender.  Between 1980 and 1997, the 

victim and the offender were the same race in 91% of murders of juveniles by juveniles." 

 

"When juveniles kill juveniles, the victims are generally acquaintances killed with a firearm." 

 

"Of juveniles killed by other juveniles between 1980 and 1997, 13% were under age 6.  In nearly 

half of these murders (47%), the juveniles offender was the parent of the victim.  In another 18%, 

the juvenile offender was another family member.  Firearms were rarely used when the victim 

was under age 6 (10%)."  

 

"Of juveniles killed by other juveniles, 63% were age 15 or older.  Fewer than 5% of these older 

juvenile victims were killed by family members; 76% were killed by acquaintances and 19% 

were killed by strangers.  Between 1980 and 1997, 775 of these older juveniles were killed with 

a firearm." 

 

“Whom do juveniles kill?  Between 1980 and 1997, most victims in homicides involving 

juveniles were male (83%).  Slightly more victims were white (50%) than black (47%).  In 27% 

of homicides by juveniles, the victim was also a juvenile.  Victims in 70% of homicides were 

killed by juveniles, 14% were family members, 55% were acquaintances, and 31% were 

strangers.”  

 

"Who are the juvenile murderers?  Between 1980 and 1997, the large majority (93%) of known 

juvenile homicide offenders were male.  More than half (56%) were black.  Of known juvenile 

homicide offenders, 42% were age 17, 29% were age 16, and 17% were age 15, 88% of juvenile 

homicide offenders were age 15 or older.   

 

"Annually between 1980 and 1997, fewer than 10 juveniles age 10 or younger were identified as 

participant in murders."  

 

"Boys and girls tend to kill different types of victims.  Between 1980 and 1997, 54% of male 

juvenile homicide offenders killed an aquaintance, 37% killed a stranger, and 9% killed a family 

member.  In comparison, the victims of females were more likely to be a family member (39%) 

and far less likely to be a strangers (15%)."  

 

"Males were far more likely than females to kill with a firearm.  Between 1980 and 1997, 73% of 

male juvenile homicide offenders used a firearm, while 14% used a knife.  In contrast, 41% of 



 

Crime & Violence - Research 2005 and prior 2 
 

female juvenile homicide offenders used a firearm and 32% used a knife.  While 27% of females 

used other means to kill (e.g., hand or feet, strangulation, drowning, or fire.), only 13% of males 

killed by these means."   

 

("1999 National Report Series; Juvenile Justice Bulletin", Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention, Shay Bilchik, March 2000, pp3-5) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“ABC NEWS 20/20” #1617, APRIL 26, 1996 

 

 10 years ago  9% arrested for murder under 17 

        17% now 

 

 Past 10 years = kids who killed with gun = quadrupled 

                               kids who killed with other weapons = remained constant 

 

 89 million kids under 10 years old, in 10 years 20% number of teenagers 

 

“According to Borgman, 20 percent of the teenagers in your community-or one out of every five-

are at risk and in need of serious intervention in their lives.  The National Research Council’s 

Panel on High-Risk Youth paints an even dimmer picture.  They say that at least seven million 

young Americans- roughly 25 percent of young people between the ages of ten and seventeen- 

are at risk of failing to achieve productive adult lives.”(2)  (National Research Council, Panel on 

High Risk Youth, Losing Generations (National Academy Press, 1995 p5)  (found in At Risk by 

Dr. Scott Larson 1999 p. 18) 

 

“So many in education and politics don’t get it when it comes to violent, anti-social behavior.  

School systems and government agencies like the Department of Education have released or are 

preparing to release behavior guidelines, i.e. “mental detectors,” to detect ahead of time students 

who are potentially at risk in school and in destructive anti-social behavior.” 

 

“School districts are using psychological profiling to determine what is acceptable behavior.  

Some schools are planning to keep computerized behavior files on every student from 

kindergarten on up.” 

 

“Next month 20 elementary schools, middle and high schools will test a new student version of 

“Mosaic 2000,” a program that helps government agencies detect threatening people.”   

 

“The Department of Education and other profiles of early warning signs of teens include:  

 

 …they listen to songs that promote violence. 

 …appear to be an average student 

 …isolated 

 …dresses sloppy 
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 …chronic bullying 

 …drug use 

 …sibling brings a gun to school 

 …low self-esteem 

 …cruelty to animals 

 

“One school district banned ‘weird hair dye,’ and parents called to there to say ‘thanks.’  Would 

it be something if schools could call parents and say ‘thank you.’”  

 

“One such program includes a “20 point behavior checklist for gauging the risk of violence.”  

(“The Violent Kid Profile”, Mary Lord, U.S. News and World Report, October 11, 1999, p. 56-

57)  Yet not one of them that I have been able to examine has on the checklist the #1 indicator of 

behavioral risk…the lack of an emotional attachment or loving bond or intimate connection with 

the parents, especially the father.  That should be at the top of the list and an immediate “red 

light.”  Yet, those compiling the behavior indicators won’t list that because it is not “politically 

correct,”  i.e. the father is not necessary to many (not all) designers of educational curriculum 

today.” 

 

“Tom Jarriel of ABC News concluded, after hosting a segment of ABC’s 20/20 news program 

about the hurts, frustrations, and kids who killed with guns, that it is “easier to build a child then 

rebuild a teenager.”  Either parents take the responsibility in raising their children when young or 

we pay for it later with prisons and correctional programs ten years down the road.”  (ABC 

News, 20/20, #1617, April 26, 1998) 
 

_______________________ 
 

“AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS” 

 

“Warning Signs 

 

1. Changes in eating and sleeping habits 

2. Unexplained or unusually rebellious behavior 

3. Withdrawal from family and friends 

4. Persistent boredom 

5. Unexplained drop in quality of schoolwork 

6. Complaining of physical problems that don’t exist 

7. Focusing on theme of death 

8. Giving away prized possessions 

9. Talking about suicide or making plans, even jokingly 

10. Threatening to kill oneself” 

 

(American Academy of Pediatrics) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“ARE WHITE KIDS MORE VIOLENT?” 
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“White high school students are:  

 

 Seven times more likely than Blacks to have used cocaine  

 

 Eight times more likely to have smoked crack  

 

 Ten times more likely to have used LSD  

 

 Seven times more likely to have used heroin.  

 

 In fact, there are more white high school students who have used crystal methamphetamine 

(the most addictive drug on the streets) than there are black students who smoke cigarettes. 

What’s more, white youth ages 12-17 are more likely to sell drugs: 34% more likely, in fact 

than their black counterparts. And it is white youth who are twice as likely to binge drink, 

and nearly twice as likely as blacks to drive drunk. And white males are twice as likely to 

bring a weapon to school as are black males,” writes Wise.”  

(Leah Y. Latimer, “Are white kids More Violent?” BET.com, 

http://www.msnbc.com/news/556952.asp) 

 
_______________________ 

 

“BEHAVIORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO VIOLENCE” 

 

“Nationwide, 17.1% of students had carried a weapon (e.g., a gun, knife, or club) on >1 of the 30 

days preceding the survey. Overall, the prevalence of having carried a weapon was higher among 

male (26.9%) than female (6.7%) students; higher among white male (27.1%), black male 

(24.9%), and Hispanic male (24.3%) than white female (5.5%), black female (9.8%), and 

Hispanic female (8.5%)students, respectively; and higher among 9
th

 grade male (26.6%), 10
th

 

grade male (26.5%), 11
th

 grade male (29.2%), and 12
th

 grade male (25.2%) than 9
th

 grade female 

(8.8%), 10
th

 grade female (5.2%), 11
th

 grade female (6.8%), and 12
th

 grade female (5.2%) 

students, respectively.” 

 

“Nationwide, 33.0% of students had been in a physical fight one or more times during the 12 

months preceding the survey.” 

 

(Jo Anne Grunbaum, Laura Kann, Steve Kinchen, James Ross, Joseph Hawkins, Richard Lowry, 

William A. Harris, Tim McManus, David Chyen, Janet Collins, “Youth Risk Behavior 

Surveillance—United States, 2003,” Surveillance Summaries 53, no. ss-2 (2003): 5.) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“BEST PRACTICES OF YOUTH VIOLENCE PREVENTION: A SOURCEBOOK FOR 

COMMUNITY ACTION” 

 

“Violence among children and adolescents is a significant public health concern.  In 1997, 

violence claimed the lives of more than 3,700 Americans ages 19 and under- that's an average of 

http://www.msnbc.com/news/556952.asp
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10 deaths per day - making the homicide rate for young people in the United States the highest 

among developed countries.  Homicide is the second leading cause of death among 15- to 24- 

year-olds and the fourth leading cause of death among children ages 1 to 14.”  

 

“Youth Violence - A National Problem:  Violent injury and death disproportionately affect 

children, adolescents, and young adults in the United States.  Although rates for homicide have 

dropped in recent years, they are still unacceptably high.”   

 

“Fatal Violence: Homicide is the second leading cause of death among young people ages 15 to 

19.  Among African American youths in that age group, homicide is the leading killer.  From 

1990 to 1997, nearly 29,000 young people age 18 and under were victims of homicide.  That's an 

average of about 10 youths killed each day over the last decade.  In 1997, homicide claimed the 

lives of 2,144 youths between the ages of 10 and 18.”   

 

“Just as alarming as the number of young people dying from violence is the number of young 

people who are committing violent acts.  In 1997, 1,700 youths under age 18 were implicated in 

1,400 murders.  This figure represents the lowest number of youth homicide perpetrators in a 

decade, but it is still 21 percent above the average number of perpetrators in the mid 1980's.”   

 

“Nonfatal Violence: Violence does not have to be fatal to greatly impact individuals and 

communities.  Violence-related injuries can leave emotional and physical scars that remain with 

victims long after the violent event has occurred.  The rates of victimization for rape, sexual 

assault, robbery, and aggravated assault are higher among people under age 25 than among other 

age groups.”  

 

“Findings from the 1999 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) - which is based on a nationally 

representative sample of students in grades 9 through 12 - reveal that a significant portion of 

young people are involved in violent behavior.  In the 30 days preceding the survey, weapon 

carrying was reported by 17.3 percent of students; 6.9 percent carried a weapon on school 

property.  IN the 12 months preceding the survey, 35.7 percent of students reported being treated 

by a doctor or nurse for injuries sustained in a physical fight.  Almost 9 percent of students 

reported being hit, slapped, or physically hurt by a boyfriend or girlfriend on purpose during the 

previous 12 months.”   

 

("Best Practices of Youth Violence Prevention: A Sourcebook for Community Action", Center 

for Disease Control and Prevention, September 2000) 
 

_______________________ 
 

“BEST PRACTICES OF YOUTH VIOLENCE PREVENTION: A SOURCEBOOK FOR 

COMMUNITY ACTION” 

 

"Deadly school violence:  Preliminary results from a current CDC study indicate that between 

July 1, 1994, and June 30, 1998, there were 188 violent deaths on or near school grounds or at 

school-associated events.  The majority of these incidents were homicides involving firearms.  

There violent deaths occurred in communities of all sizes, income levels, racial and ethnic make-

up, and locales." 
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"Preliminary results also show that, while the number of school-associated deaths has decrased 

steadily since the 1992-1993 school year, the occurrence of multiple-victim events- i.e., those 

with two or more deaths per event- appears to have increased.  During the three school years 

from August 1995 through June 1998, there were 13 multiple-victim events; only three such 

events occurred between August 1992 and July 1995." 

 

("Best Practices of Youth Violence Prevention:  A Sourcebook for Community Action", Center 

for Disease Control and Prevention, September 2000) 

 

_______________________ 
 

"BEST PRACTICES OF YOUTH VIOLENCE PREVENTION: A SOURCEBOOK FOR 

COMMUNITY ACTION" 

 

“Youth violence is a complex problem and will require complex solutions.”   

 

“On average, 6 or 7 youths are murdered in this country each day.  Most of these are inner city 

minority youths.”   

 

“Many studies indicate that a single factor or a single defining situation does not cause child and 

adolescent antisocial behavior.  Rather, multiple factors contribute to and shape antisocial 

behavior over the course of development.  Some factors relate to characteristics within the child, 

but many others relate to factors within the social environment (e.g., family, peers, schools, 

neighborhood, and community contexts) that enable, shape, and maintain aggression, antisocial 

behavior, and related behavior problems.”   

 

“Outside of the home, one of the major factors contributing to youth violence is the impact of 

peers.”  

 

“However, exposure to violent or aggressive behavior within a family or peer group may 

influence a child in that direction.”   

 

“Research has demonstrated that youths who engage in high levels of antisocial behavior are 

much more likely than other youths to have a biological parent who also engages in antisocial 

behavior.”   

  

“Antisocial children with earlier ages of onset tend to make friends with children similar to 

themselves.  Consequently, they reinforce one another’s antisocial behavior.”   
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“As important as the problem of violence is, there will be no quick, inexpensive, and fail-safe 

solution.”   

 

("Best Practices of Youth Violence Prevention: A Sourcebook for Community Action", Center 

for Disease Control and Prevention, September 2000, Pp1-9) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“BRIEF HISTORY OF TEEN SCHOOL SHOOTING:  LESSONS IN VIOLENCE: A 

TIMELINE OF RECENT SCHOOL SHOOTINGS" 
 

"2/296, Moses Lake, Wash., 2 students and 1 teacher killed, 1 other wounded when 14-year-old 

Barry Loukaitis opened fire on his algebra class. 

 

 2/19/97, Bethel, Alaska, Principal and 1 student killed, 2 others wounded by Evan Ransey, 

16, at his high school.  

 

 10/1/97, Pearl, Miss., 2 students killed and 7 wounded by a 16-year-old who was also 

accused of killing his mother.  He and several friends thought to be in on the plot were said to 

be outcasts who worshipped Satan." 

 

 12/1/97, West Paducah, KY, 3 students killed, 5 wounded by a 14-year-old boy as they 

participate din a prayer circle at Heath High School." 

 

 12/15/97, Stamps, AK, 2 students wounded.  Colt Todd, 14, was hiding in the woods when 

he shot the students as they stood in the parking lot." 

 

 3/24/98, Jonesboro, AK, 4 students and 1 teacher killed, 10 others wounded outside as 

Westside Middle School emptied during a false alarm. Mitchell Johnson, 13, and Andrew 

Golden, 11, shot at their classmates and teachers from the woods." 

 

 4/24/98, Edinboro, PA, 1 teacher killed, 2 students wounded at a dance at James W. Parker 

Middle School.  A 14-year-old boy was charged. 

 

 5/19/98, Fayetteville, TN, 1 student killed in the parking lot at Lincoln county Hight School 

three days before he was to graduate.  The victim was dating the ex-girlfriend of his killer, 

18-year-old honor student Jacob Davis. 

 

 5/21/98, Springfield, OR, 2 students killed, 22 others wounded in the cafeteria at Thurston 

High School by 15-year-old Kip Kinkel. Kinkel had been arrested and released to his parents 

a day earlier, after it was discovered that he had a gun at school. His parents were later found 

dead at home. 
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 6/15/98, Richmond, VA, 1 teacher and 1 guidance counselor wounded by a 14-year-old boy 

in the hallway of a Richmond High School.  

 

 4/20/99, Littleton, CO, 14 students (including killers) and 1 teacher killed 23 others wounded 

at Columbine High School in the nation’s deadliest school shooting. Eric Harris, 18, and 

Dylan Klebold, 17, had plotted for a year to kill at least 500 and blow up their school. At the 

end of their hour-long rampage, they turned the guns on themselves.   

 

 4/28/99, Taber, Alberta, Canada, 1 student killed, 1 wounded at W.R. Myers High School in 

first fatal high school shooting in Canada in 20 years. The suspect, a 14-year-old boy, had 

been unhappy at Myers and dropped out in order to begin home schooling.”  

 

 5/20/99, Conyer, GA, 6 students injured at Heritage High School by a 15-year-old boy who 

was reportedly depressed after breaking up with his girlfriend.” 

 

(Elissa Haney, Brief History Of Teen School Shooting:  Lessons In Violence: A Timeline Of 

Recent School Shootings" www.infoplease.com/spot/schoolviolence.html) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“CAN MARRIED PARENTS PREVENT CRIME?” 

 

 “In a review of 23 reviewed journals between 2000 and June 2005, all but three found some 

family structure effects on crime or delinquency.  Married parents appear to reduce both the 

individual risk and the overall rates of crime.  That is, recent research strongly suggest both that 

young adults and teens raised in single-parents homes are more likely to commit crimes, and that 

communities with high rates of family fragmentation (especially unwed child-bearing) suffer 

higher crime rates as a result.” 

 

“However, some studies found that African-American children living in single-parent homes are 

not more delinquent than their peers.” 

 

“• Another study using nationally representative Add-Health data, with unusually well-defined 

family structure measure and extensive controls, found, ‘Adolescents in married, two-biological-

parent families generally fare better than children here, including single-mother, cohabiting 

stepfather, and married stepfather families.  The advantage of marriage appears to exist primarily 

when the child is the biological offspring of both parents.’ (Manning and Lamb 2003, p890)” 

 

“• In a large sample consisting of students in 315 classrooms in 11 cities, ‘The single most 

important variable [in ‘gang centrality’] is the family’s structure…:the greater the number of 

parents in the household, the lower the reported gang centrality.’ (Lynskey et al. 2000, p10)” 

 

“• In a non-probability sample of 4,671 eighth graders drawn from students attending 35 schools 

in ten cities, researchers found that students attending schools with a higher proportion of teens 

from single-parent families committed more violent offenses, regardless of their own family 

structure. ‘An important thing to notice about the results is that it matters how many single-
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parent families a student is exposed to, regardless of whether the student has one or two parents 

in the home.’ (Anderson 2002, p585)” 

 

“• A study of American Indian middle-schoolers found that after controlling for only age, gender 

and family per capita income, living in a two-parent family decreased gang involvement by more 

than 50%....” (Whitbeck 2002, p17)” 

 

“•A study that looked at the relation between divorce rates and out-of-wedlock birthrates and 

violent crime between 1973 and 1995 found that nearly 90% of the change in violent crime rates 

can be accounted for by the change in percentages of out-of-wedlock births.  Divorce rates, by 

contrast, had no relationship with crime.  During the years 1987 to 1993, ‘Levels of out-of-

wedlock births were consistently and strongly related to violent crime.  Rates of male 

unemployment were not consistently related to rates of violent crime.’ (Mackey and Coney 2000, 

p352)” 

 

“•A study that looked at crime in rural counties in four states concluded, ‘[A]n increase of 13% 

in female-headed household would produce a doubling of the offense rate…” (Osgood and 

Chambers 2000, p103)” 

 

“• Another study concluded that out-of-wedlock childbearing had a large effect on murder arrest 

rates, and that the effect was probably increasing. ‘The results of our analyses strongly support 

the conclusion of the importance…of non-marital births on cohorts’ risk of homicide-offending 

independent of the age and period.  This effect seems to have gotten stronger over time.’ 

(O’Brien and Stockard 2003, p30)” 

 

“Of the studies that showed no family structure effects, one (Friedman 2000) looked only at 

black teens who had already been remanded by court order to one residential treatment facility.  

In this select population, there was no difference in severity of offense by family structure.” 

 

“Appendix” 

 

“Summaries of Studies on Family Structure and Crime or Delinquency 2000-2005” 

 

“Studies Showing a Family Structure Effect on Crime” 

 

1. “Franke, Todd Michael (2000). Adolescents violent behavior: an analysis across and within 

racial/ethnic groups. Journal of Multicultural Social Work, 8: 47-70.” 

 

“Sample: Data from the National Study of Adolescent Health (Wave 1)-longitudinal study of 

adolescents in 7-12.  “The participants included in this study are a representative sample of 

6,504 adolescents included in the public domain dataset.’ (p52)” 

 

“Family structure measure: Households with both biological parents; one biological parent 

and a second adult who is viewed by the teen as like a parent (‘reconstituted families’), single 

biological parents without another adult viewed by the teen as a parent figure; no biological 
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parents households but with some adult the child views as a mother or father figure (‘kinship 

families’).” 

 

“Results: After controlling for demographic variables (including parent’s education, income, 

race, gender, grade, age, and economic hardship), adolescents in single parent and kinship 

families were significantly more likely than adolescents in intact families to report having 

been in a serious physical fight in the past year; they were almost two and three times more 

likely to have pulled a knife or a gun on someone in the past year.” 

 

2. “Griffin, Kenneth W., et al. (2000). Parenting practices as predictors of substance use, 

delinquency, and aggression among urban minority youth: moderating effects of family 

structure and gender.  Psychology of Addictive Behaviors, 14: 174-184.” 

 

“Sample: 228 students in the sixth grade at two New York City public middle schools.” 

 

“Family structure measure: ‘Two-parent’ families versus ‘single-parent’ families.” 

 

“Results: ‘Findings indicated that boys and those from single-parent families engaged in 

higher rates of several problem behaviors relative to girls and youth from two-parent families 

youth from single-parent homes reported more aggressive and delinquent behavior than those 

from two-parent homes…’ (p180)” 

 

3. “Heck, Cary, & Walsh, Anthony (2000). The effects of maltreatment and family structure on 

minor and serious delinquency.  International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative 

Criminology, 44: 178-193.” 

 

“Sample: 388 white males processed by juvenile probation authorities in a number of Idaho 

counties.  There was no information about how these counties were chosen.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Four categories: ‘intact’ (‘both biological parents present or 

reconstituted family’), ‘death (of father),’ ‘desertion (of father),’ and ‘divorce (mother the 

remaining parent)’ (p184).” 

 

“Results: This study looked at boys who had already been arrested for delinquent acts. 

‘[M]ale delinquents are significantly more likely to come from a broken home than boys in 

the general population’ (p184). ‘[D]elinquents from homes broken by desertion…committed 

more frequent and/or more serious acts in each offense category than did delinquents from 

the other family structure conditions.’ (p184)” 

 

4. “Lynskey, Dana Peterson, et al. (2000). Linking gender, minority group status and family 

matters to self-control theory: a multivariate analysis of key self-control concepts in a youth-

gang context. Juvenile and Family Court Journal, 51: 1-19.” 

 

“Sample: This study of self-reported gang-involvement used a nonrandom sample of 5,935 

eighth-grade public-school students, in 42 schools (315 classrooms) in 11 cities previously 

selected for a national evaluation of a gang prevention program.” 
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“Family structure measure: ‘one-parent’ or ‘both parents’ or ‘no parent.’” 

 

“Results:’ The single most important variable [in ‘gang centrality’] is the family’s 

structure…: the greater the number of parents in the household, the lower the reported gang 

centrality.’ (p10) While the authors recommend that family structure alone should not be 

used by juvenile justice system in adjusting youth cases, ‘That said, we also found that 

family structure exhibited a direct effect on youth gang involvement…’ (p14).” 

 

5. “Mackey, Wade  C., & Coney, Nancy S. (2000). The enigma of father presence in 

relationship to sons’ violence and daughters’ mating strategies: empiricism in search of a 

theory.  Journal of Men’s Studies, 8:349-373.” 

 

“Sample: Compared out of wedlock birth rates and divorce rates according to Census data 

with rates of violent crime reported in Uniform Crime Reports.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Proportion of births out of wedlock and number of divorces per 

1,000 population.” 

 

“Results: Divorce rates were found to have no relationship to violent crime rates.  Out-of-

wedlock births had a strong relationship to violent crime rates.  Nationally, between 1973 and 

1995, nearly 90% of the change in violent crime rates can be accounted for by the change in 

percentages of out-of-wedlock births.  Comparing across states between 1987 and 1993, 

‘Levels of out-of-wedlock births were consistently and strongly related to violent crime.  

Rates of male unemployment were not consistently related to rates of violent crime.’ (p352)” 

 

6. “Osgood, D. Wayne, & Chambers, Jeff M. (2000). Social disorganization outside the 

metropolis: an analysis of rural youth violence. Criminology, 38:81-116.” 

 

“Sample: Arrest data from the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reports and population characteristics 

from Census Bureau reports, for rural counties in four states: Florida, Georgia, South 

Carolina, and Nebraska.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Female-headed households as a proportion of all households with 

children.” 

 

“Results: ‘Higher levels of family disruption, as indexed by the proportion of female-headed 

households, were strongly and consistently associated with higher rates of arrest for violent 

offenses other than homicide….[A]n increase of 13% in female-headed households would 

produce a doubling of the offense rate, the strongest relationship in the model.’ (p103)” 

 

7. “Carlson, Marcia J., & Corcoran, Mary E. (2001). Family structure and children’s behavioral 

and cognitive outcomes.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 63: 779-792.” 

 

“Sample: National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY). The child sample consists of a 

cross-selection of children born to a nationally representative sample of women between the 
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ages of 29 and 36 in 1994.  This analysis included 1,809 children aged 7 to 10 who were 

living with their mothers at the time of the 1994 interviews.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Continuous two-parent; continuous single-parent; changed from 

two-parent to single-parent; multiple transitions in family structure.” 

 

“Results: This study tracks cognitive and behavioral problem, as reported by the mothers, in 

children aged 7 to 10.  When the child’s race, gender, birth order, number of sibling, and 

history of low birth weight were controlled for, ‘Relative to growing up in a continuous two-

parent home, growing up in a continuous single-parent family increased the total [Behavioral 

Problem Index] score by nearly 9 points, and growing up in a two-parent to single-parent 

family or in a family that experiences multiple transitions increased the BPI by almost 7 

points.’ (p785)” 

 

8. “Ousey, Graham C. (2001). Deindustrialization, female-headed families, and black and white 

juvenile homicide rates, 1970-1990. Sociological Inquiry, 70: 391-419.” 

 

“Sample: Uniform Crime Reports arrest data for rates of white and  

black juvenile homicide for 121 U.S. cities (all those cities with at least 100,000 total 

residents in 1970 and 1990, with at least 1,000 black residents in those years, for which 

racially disaggregated data on all variables was available), and city-level demographic data 

from the U.S. Bureau of the Census.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Female-headed families as a percentage of (black or white) 

families with children under 18 years old.” 

 

“Results: This study found that an increase in economic deprivation blacks increases the 

black rate of female-headed families, which then increases the black juvenile homicide rate.  

For white juveniles, increased percentages of female-headed families does not increase 

homicide rates. (p409-410)” 

 

9. “Parker, Karen F. (2001). A move toward specificity: examining urban disadvantage and 

race- and relationship-specific homicide rates. Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 17, 89-

110.” 

 

“Sample: The FBI’s Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) and the 1990 Bureau of the Census 

population statistics, for the 164 largest cities in the United States.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Percentage of divorced persons.” 

 

“Results: This study looks at homicides and no negligent manslaughters with a single-

offender and a single victim. ‘[I[t is found that divorce has a direct, statistically significant 

impact on rates of black and white family-related homicides, as well as a significant effect on 

the overall rate of black homicides.’ (p102-03)” 
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10. “Anderson, Amy L. (2002). Individual and contextual influences on delinquency: the role of 

the single-parent family, Journal of Criminal Justice, 30, 575-87.” 

 

“Sample: A nonrandom sample of 4,671 eighth graders drawn from 35 schools in ten cities 

that offered the Gang Resistance Education and Training program.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Whether child reported living with one adult or two.” 

 

“Results: Even after controlling for gender, minority status, and mother’s education, 

‘[A]dolescents living in a single-parent family were at significantly higher risk for status, 

property and person [violent] delinquency than adolescents who lived with two parents’ 

(p.582). Students attending schools with a higher proportion of single-parent families also 

had significantly higher rates of violent offenses than students attending schools structure. 

‘An important thing to notice about the results in that it matters how many single-parent 

families a student is exposed to, regardless of whether the student has one or two parents in 

the home.’ (p585)” 

 

11. “Duncan. Susan C., et al. (2002). Relations between youth antisocial and prosocial activities. 

Journal of Behavioral Medicine, 25: 425-438.” 

 

“Sample: This study surveyed 356 10- to 14-years-old children (and one of their parents) in a 

single Pacific Northwest metropolitan area, randomly recruited via telephone contact.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Single-parent and two-parent families, as reported by the parent.” 

 

“Results: The study measure children’s self-reported marijuana use, hitting other students, 

public unruliness, and theft, concluding ‘Children from two-parent families had lower 

substance use and involvement in deviant activities’ (p433-434).” 

 

12. “Dunifon, Rachel, & Kowaleski-Jones, Lori (2002). Who’s in the house? Race differences in 

cohabitation, single parenthood, and child development. Child development, 73: 1249-1264.” 

 

“Sample: National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, a nationally representative sample of those 

children age 10 to 14, assessed between 1988 and 1998, born to mothers who were between 

the ages of 14 and 21 in 1979.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Number of years the child lived in a married-parent (including 

remarried parent), solo-parent, and cohabiting-parent family.” 

 

“Results: Family structure affected children’s self-reported delinquency rates, but in different 

ways for black and white children.  For black children, living a greater number of years in a 

single-parent family did not increase their delinquency rates (compared to years living with 

married parents), but more year spent with cohabiting parents did increase their delinquency 

rates; conversely, white children raised by cohabiting parents were not more delinquent than 

white children raised by married parents, but white children raised by single parents were.” 
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13. “McKnight, Lela Renee, & Loper, Ann Book (2002). The effects of risk and resilience 

factors in the prediction of delinquency in adolescent girls.  School Psychology International, 

23: 186-198.” 

 

“Sample: This study used the National Longitudinal Study on Adolescent Health (Add-

Health) 1997, a nationally representative survey of adolescents in grade 7 through 12.” 

 

“Family structure measure: ‘Single-parent status (coded by responses to items regarding 

individuals acting as guardians who were living with the adolescent)’ (p191).” 

 

“Results: Girls in grades 7 through 12 from single-parent families were significantly more 

likely to engage in delinquent acts. ‘Endorsement of previous unwanted sexual contact and 

single-parent status were the only significant factors from the initial list of six risk factors.’ 

(p191)” 

 

14. “Parker, Karen F., & Johns, Tracy (2002). Urban disadvantage and types of race-specific 

homicide: Assessing the diversity in family structures in the urban context.  Journal of 

Research in Crime & Delinquency; 39: 277-303.” 

 

“Sample: The Uniform Crime Reports and the U.S. Census Bureau’s demographic statistics 

for 1990.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Aggregate rates of ‘family disruption’ (a combination of the 

proportion of the population that is divorced, and the ‘male marriage pool,’ i.e., relative 

scarcity of employed men) and ‘family diversity’ (i.e., unmarried families, ‘female-headed 

households,’ and single-parent households with children).” 

 

“Results: This study looked at murders and non-negligent manslaughters with a single 

offender and a single victim.  After controlling for economic disadvantage, a higher 

prevalence of ‘family diversity’ was associated with more white homicides, but fewer black 

homicides.  The ‘family disruption’ index was associated with more white homicides, with 

no statistically significant direct correlation with black homicides.” 

 

15. “Rebellon, Cesar J. (2002). Reconsidering the broken homes/delinquency relationship and 

exploring its mediating mechanism(s). Criminology, 40: 103-136.”  

 

“Sample: Data from the 1976, 1977 and 1978 waves of the National Youth Survey (NYS), a 

panel study that employs a national probability sample of 1,725 adolescents between the ages 

of 11 and 17 at the time of their first interview.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Children were divided into six categories: children in intact 

married families; children whose parents were divorced in all three time periods; children 

whose parents divorced or separated between 1976 and 1978; children who lived with a 

continuously remarried family in 1979 through 1978; home (including continuously unwed 

parents, for example, or children living without a parent). All categories based on report from 

both parent and child.” 



 

Crime & Violence - Research 2005 and prior 15 
 

 

“Results: Even after controlling for race, gender, age, income and prior offenses, teens in 

intact families were significantly less likely to commit status offenses, property offenses, or 

violent offenses. ‘[T]he present study suggests that recent remarriage has robust longitudinal 

effect on status offending, but not on more severe forms of offending….In contrast, early 

divorce/separation may have more long-term deleterious effects, such as decreasing 

conventional beliefs or increasing association with delinquent peers, that impinge on both 

minor and severe forms of offending later in life.’ (p129)” 

 

16. “Whitbeck, Les B., et al. (2002). Predictors of gang involvement among American Indian 

Adolescents. Journal of Gong Research, 10: 11-26.” 

 

“Sample: 189 American Indian fifth through eighth graders on three reservations in the upper 

Midwest.” 

  

“Family structure measure: ‘Single parent’ and ‘male caretaker present/two-parent.’” 

 

“Results: Controlling for age, gender, family income, and mother’s antisocial history, living 

in a two-parent household reduced an adolescent’s risk of gang involvement by more than 

50%...’ (p17).” 

 

17. “Mackey, Wade C., & Mackey, Bonnie (2003). The presence of fathers in attenuating young 

male violence: Dad as a social palliative.  Marriage & Family Review, 35: 63-75.” 

 

“Sample: U.S. Bureau of the Census data on out-of-wedlock births, rates of violent crimes 

known to police, and male unemployment, for each state and for the entire United States for 

the period 1970-1999.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Out-of-wedlock births.” 

 

“Results: This study looked at five different approaches to examining possible correlations 

with violent crime: (1) comparing rates of out-of-wedlock births, male unemployment, and 

violent crime across states in 1993; (2) examining the average correlations of these rates each 

year between 1987 and 1993 across states; (3) examining the variations in these rates in the 

U.S. as a whole between 1975 and 1993; (4) looking for a possible ‘lag’ effect of out-of-

wedlock births in one year on violent crimes 19 years later; and (5) comparing U.S. data with 

research on other countries.  In all five approaches, the relationship between out-of-wedlock 

births and violent crime was significant. After controlling for male unemployment, ‘The 

explained variances in violent crime rates attributed to out-of-wedlock births remained a 

robust 60.5%’ (p.66, discussing comparisons across states in 1993) In the U.S. as a whole 

between 1975 and 1993, ‘Over 90%...of the variability in rates of violent crime can be 

explained by differential rates of out-of-wedlock births. For the same time period, the 

correlation between rates of male unemployment and rates of violent crime was not 

significant…’ (p68-69).” 
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18. “Manning, Wendy & Lamb, Kathleen A. (2003). Adolescent well-being in cohabiting, 

married, and single-parent families.  Journal of Marriage & Family, 65: 876-893.” 

 

“Sample: Data from the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health, a nationally 

representative sample of students in grades 7 through 12.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Two married biological parents; single mother; mother and 

married stepfather; mother and cohabiting stepfather; all based on reports from both child 

and parent.” 

 

“Results: After controlling for race, family income, mother’s education, religiosity, gender, 

age, family, stability, parental control and support, and closeness to parents, teens residing 

with two married biological parents had lower rates of delinquency than teens living in 

remarried families, in cohabiting (step) families, and with single mothers, Teens living with 

cohabiting mothers appeared to fare worse than teens living with remarried mothers, or with 

single mothers. ‘Adolescents in married, two-biological-parent families generally fare better, 

and married stepfather families. The advantage of marriage appears to exist primarily when 

the child is the biological offspring of both parents.’ (p890)” 

 

19. “O’Brien, Robert M., & Stockard, Jean (2003). The cohort-size sample-size conundrum: an 

empirical analysis and assessment using homicide arrest data from 1960 to 1999. Journal of 

Quantitative Criminology, 19: 1-32.” 

 

“Sample: Uniform Crime Reports data on homicide arrests by age, and government data on 

rates of non-marital births.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Proportion of adolescents who had been born out of wedlock.” 

 

“Results: This study finds that increases in the proportion of adolescents who had been born 

outside of marriage significantly increased homicide arrest rates among 15 to 19 year olds. 

‘The results of our analyses strongly support the conclusion of the importance…of non-

marital births on cohorts’ risk of homicide-offending independent of the age and period.  

This effect seems to have gotten stronger over time.’ (p30)” 

 

 

20. “Demuth, Stephen, & Brown, Susan L. (2004). Family structure, family processes, and 

adolescent delinquency: the significance of parental absence versus parental gender. Journal 

of Research in Crime & Delingquency, 41: 58-81.” 

 

“Sample: Uses 1995 Add-Health data, a nationally representative sample of students in grade 

7 through 12.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Single-mother; single-father; two-biological-parent married; 

mother-stepfather; father-stepmother.” 
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“Results: After controlling for age, gender, race, family income, parental education, and 

household size, this study finds that teens living with two married biological parents have the 

lowest levels of petty crime, serious delinquency, followed by those living with remarried 

fathers and single-mother families.  Teens in intact families report higher levels of parental 

closeness and supervision, which account for the differences in delinquency by family 

structure. ‘[A]dolescents in single-parent families are significantly more delinquent than their 

counterparts residing with two biological, married parents, although these differences are 

reduced once the authors account for various family processes.’ (p58)” 

 

“Studies Showing No Family Structure Effects on Crime or Delinquency” 

 

21. “Friedman, Alfred S., et al. (2000). Family structure versus family relationships for 

predicting to substance use/abuse and illegal behavior. Journal of Child & Adolescent 

Substance Abuse, 10: 1-16.” 

 

“Sample: A group of African-American teen boys who have been remanded by family court 

to a single residential treatment center, St. Gabriel’s Hall in Philadelphia.  The authors do not 

describe the time period or selection methods.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Two biological parents; mother/stepfather or father figure; solo 

mother; father/stepmother or mother figure; solo father; and other.” 

 

“Results: Within a group of Black teenage boys remanded by court order to a residential 

treatment center, family structure was not associated with variance in the severity of illegal 

behavior or substance abuse. ‘[N]one of the measure for the six types of living arrangements 

was found to predict to a significant degree to the degree of illegal behavior, after controlling 

for the measures of the family relationships. Thus, family structure was not found to account 

for any of the variance in degree of illegal behavior.’ (p11)” 

 

22. “Videon, Tami M. (2002). The effects of parent-adolescent relationships and parental 

separation on adolescent well-being. Journal of Marriage & Family, 64: 489-503.” 

 

“Sample: Nationally representative Add-Health data surveying 5,530 adolescents in grades 7-

12 who were living with both biological parents in 1994-1995, and who lived with at least 

one parent in 1996.” 

 

“Family structure mearsure: Teens whose parents divorced or separated between 1994 and 

1996 compared to teens whose biological parents remained together over this period.” 

 

“Results: The study found no direct effect of recent parental divorce on delinquency, after 

controlling for prior delinquency rates.  However, there were interaction effect by gender and 

quality of parental relationship prior to divorce: ‘[S]eperation from a positive same-sex 

parent relationship led to increased delinquent behavior, and separation from a negative 

same-sex parent relationship led to decreased delinquent behavior compared to adolescents 

who continued to live with their same-sex parent.’ (p500)” 
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23. “Paschall, Mallie J., et al. (2003). Effects of parenting, father absence, and affiliation with 

delinquent peers on delinquent behavior among African-American male adolescents. 

Adolescence, 38: 15-34.” 

 

“Sample: A nonrandom sample of 260 African-American male adolescents living in a 

southeastern city, collected as part of a violence and substance abuse prevention study 

focusing on African-American adolescent boys.” 

 

“Family structure measure: Adolescents who reported living with a father or father figure vs. 

those who reported not living with one.” 

 

“Results: Black teens who reported living with a father or father figure were no less likely to 

engage in delinquent acts than black teens who reported living with only a mother or mother 

surrogate, after controlling for teens’ prior delinquency, age, and economic hardship.” 

 

(“Can Married Parents Prevent Crime?” iMAPP Policy Brief, September 2005, pp1-10) 
 

_______________________ 
 

“CAN SCHOOL VIOLENCE BE STOPPED?” 

 

“Rod Paige: I think it's time to now to stop pointing fingers at each other, but to sit down 

together and join and see if we can determine what is causing some of the rage that our young 

people are evidencing.”   

 

“Judge Reggie Walton: I think when an inner city African-American gets killed on the street, in 

today's world, you don't hear much about that.”  

 

("Can School Violence Be Stopped?" Transcript from CNN's Burden of Proof, aired March 8, 

2001.) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“CHILDREN, THE MEDIA, AND VIOLENCE” 

 

“According to recent report in USA Today, the number of teens victimized by violent crimes in 

schools has increased nearly 25% from 1989 to 1995. Unfortunately, it seems the perpetrators of 

these violent crimes are also teens.” 

 

“The National Center for Education Statistics commissioned a public school stud, the 

Principal/School Disciplinarian Survey on School Violence, to gather data on crimes committed 

during the 1196-97 school year. Their findings indicated that 74% of middle schools and 77% of 

high schools experienced one or more violent incidents, while 45% of elementary schools 

reported violent incidents.”   

 

“James Fox, Dean of Criminology at Northwestern University writes, “There is a tremendous 

crime wave coming in the next 10 years and not by hardened criminals but by the young and 
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ruthless, young people who are turning murderous.”
6
 The number of young people aged 14-17 

will peak in the year 2005. This age group has seen a 165% increase in murders committed 

between 1983 & 1993.
7
  

(6) USA Today, April 11,1995 (7) Dr. Ted Baehr, The Media-Wise Family, 1998  

 

“Fox continues, “Because…murder is just not the taboo that it once was. A lot of that is TV. 

Now, kids have become desensitized…Kids are the least deterrable. They don’t consider the 

consequences of their actions and many of them don’t expect to live to be a 21-year-old.  Why 

would they worry about prison? There has been a pervasive disinvestments in American youth 

over the last 30 years…too many kids are unsocial zed and unsupervised.”
8
 Indeed, surveys 

conducted indicate that 60% of a child’s TV viewing is unsupervised than while 40% of children 

are reported to have TV in their bedrooms. 
9”

 (8) USA Today April 11, 1995  

(9) Dr. Ted Baehr, The Media-Wise Family, 1998  

 

(“Children, the Media, and Violence”, Christian Family Network, 

www.cfnweb.com/southpark/cmvpaper .htm) 
 

_______________________ 
 

“DISARMING THE RAGE” 

 “A National Institutes of Health study newly released in the Journal of the American Medical 

Association reveals that almost a third of 6
th

 to 10
th

 graders- 5.7 million children nationwide-

have experienced some kind of bullying.”  

“A study last fall by the U.S. Secret Service found that in two-thirds of the 37 school shootings 

since 1974, the attackers felt “persecuted, bullied, threatened, attacked or injured.”  

(“Disarming the Rage,” People Magazine,  June 04,2001 pp56-57) 

_______________________ 
 

“ENCOURAGING TRENDS:” 

 

 “Between 1997 and 1999, the number of youth under 18 arrested for homicide declined by 

more than one half, from 4,330 to 1,763” (1) (Fox, J.A. and Zawitz, M. Homicide Trends in 

the United States.  U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics.) 

 

 “The juvenile arrest rate for violent crime in 1999 was 36% below its peak in 1994” (2) 

(Adapted from Snyder H. Juvenile Arrests 1999. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention, 2000.)  

 

 “Less that 1% of all homicides among school-aged children (5-19 years of age) occur in or 

around school grounds or on the way to and from school” (3) (Kachur, S.P., Stennies, G.M., 

http://www.cfnweb.com/southpark/cmvpaper%20.htm
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Powell K.E. et al. School Associated Violent Deaths in the United States, 1992 to 1994. 

Journal of the American Medical Association, June 12,1996. Vol. 275, No. 22. ) 

 

 “In 1996-97, 43% of public schools reported no violent crimes, and only 10% of all public 

schools reported no violent crimes, and only 10% of all public schools reported one or more 

serious crimes.” (4) (National Center for Education Statistics. Violence and Discipline 

Problems in U.S. Public Schools: 19966-97, “Percent of Public schools Reporting Crime and 

Violence,” March 1998)  

 

(National Youth Violence Prevention, www.safeyouth.org)  
 

_______________________ 
 

“EXPOSURE TO VIOLENCE TAKES EMOTIONAL TOLL ON 

CHILDREN” 

 

“The findings indicate that 60% of the children worried some or a lot of the time 

that they might be killed or die, 20% wished that they were dead, and 13% had 

seen someone in their home get shot or stabbed.”  

 

“A comparison of 30 children with the highest exposure to violence with the 30 

children with the lowest levels of exposure showed that the higher violence group 

had significantly lower grade point averages, more days absent from school, higher 

levels of depression and anxiety, and lower levels off self-esteem.”  

 

(Alan Mozes, “Exposure to Violence takes Emotional Toll on Children”, by Alan 

Mozes, news.excite.com) 
 

_______________________ 
 

“GAY, BISEXUAL TEENS AT RISK FOR VIOLENCE” 

 

 

“The study used a nationwide questionnaire of about 10,600 male and female students in grades 

7 through 12.  About 1% of the total (108 students) told researchers that they were attracted only 

to the same sex, while 524, about 5% said that they had attraction for both sexes.”   

“Overall, one third of adolescents reported having been in physical fights, though homosexual 

and bisexual teens were no more likely to report fighting than heterosexual teens.”  

(Todd Zwillich, “Gay, Bisexual Teen at Risk for Violence” June 1,2001, 

http://news.excite.com/printstory/news/r/010601…health-gay-violence) 

_______________________ 
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“GIRLS WILL BE GIRLS” 

 

“The plague of teen violence is an equal-opportunity scourge.  Crime by girls is on the rise, or so 

various jurisdictions report.  In Massachusetts, for instance 15% of the crimes that girls were 

convicted of committing in 1987 were violent offenses.  By 1991, that number had soared to 

38%.  In California, judges send the ‘hard core’ girls to the Youth Authority’s Ventura School.  

‘You name the crime, we have it; you think about the worst scenarios and we have them here,’ 

says Edward Cue, a school official.   

(“Girls Will Be Girls” Newsweek 1993 #005510CCB71DD2AF18D5) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“HOW EVIL BECAME COOL” 

 

“A historical parallel to Littleton took place 75 years ago when two college students, Nathan 

Leopold and Richard Loeb, murdered a 14-year-old boy.  Their defense lawyer was the infamous 

Clarence Darrow, and his most dramatic appeal was to argue that Leopold had absorbed the ideas 

of Nietzsche at school.  ‘Your honor,’ he said, ‘it is hardly fair to hang a 19-year-old boy for the 

philosophy that was taught him at the university.’” 

 

(Chuck Colson, “How Evil Became Cool,” www.christianitytoday.com/ct/9t9/9t9080.html) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“JOSEPH JENNINGS” 

 

 “One thousand pairs of eyes are riveted on the former gang leader and drug addict. Although 

teachers and administrators often have difficulty holding the students' attention in most 

assemblies, this 6'1 ", 260 pound former gang leader who has been stabbed, burned, and shot 13 

times, has held their undivided attention for an hour.”  

“Throughout the crowded gymnasium, Joseph Jennings has taken each young person's life and 

held a floodlight against it, unveiling the dreams and hopes in each heart, while at the same time, 

showing them where their current path will take them.” 

“‘You have to pay the price,’ Joseph demands the hushed auditorium, ‘I'm here because I love 

young people. I've got a message you need to hear: America is producing a generation of 

alcoholics and drug addicted losers, and YOU are part of it. Things have got to change you have 

to make your own choices. You have the opportunity to determine your own destiny! You are 

not born losers; you are BORN CHOOSERS!’” 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/9t9/9t9080.html
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“FACT: Every day in America, an estimated 135,000 kids bring a gun to school.” 

 

“FACT: There are an estimated 50,000 gangs in America with a half million members.”  

“FACT: Drug abuse among our youth of America is highest anywhere in the developed world.”  

“FACT: F.B.I. statistics place the U.S. with the highest violent crime rate in the world.”  

“FACT: America has the highest percentage of teenage pregnancies of any industrialized 

nation.”  

“FACT: Every day, 1,849 children are abused or neglected.”  

“FACT: One out of every twenty-one (21) black males in America, ages 18-35 years old, will be 

murdered.” 

“Joseph Jennings' entire message focuses on bringing young people to understand that they have 

the power to make their lives whatever they want. As a nationally recognized motivational 

speaker, Joseph has had constant opportunities to share his message in schools across the nation, 

as well as on nationally syndicated talk shows like the Ricki Lake Show, network news 

programs, C-Span, and a host of local and national radio shows.” 

“His ‘Choices/Born Choosers’ message has struck a chord in the hearts of young people of every 

background, ethnic origin and economic strata, from upper-middle class white, to tough urban 

black schools, Joseph Jennings IMPACTS!”  

“In excess of 2,000 schools throughout the United States and over 1 .2 million young people 

have benefitted from the powerful and challenging presentations by Joseph Jennings. From the 

riot-torn schools of Los Angeles, to the middle-class suburbs of Denver; from the toughest 

schools in Washington, D.C. to the well-heeled neighborhoods of Central Florida, Joseph 

Jennings' message to young people is universally embraced, and lives are changed.”  

“Each and every young person on your campus is probably being tempted with drugs, alcohol, 

gangs, violence and teen pregnancy every day. Many who once were being pressured into drugs, 

alcohol and gangs, are now doing the pressuring, and the cycle goes on and on.”  

“Joseph gets results with young people because he's been there.”  

“He's not afraid to confront the meanest gang leader.” 

“He's not too tough to comfort a hurting young victim of abuse.”  

“Joseph Jennings is real.”  

“And the kids know it.” 
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(http://www.josephjennings.com/about.htm)  

 

_______________________ 
 

“LOST IN THE SHADOWS”   by Brian Head, age 15. 

“As I walk in the light, the shadow draws me closer,” 

 

As I walk in the light, the shadow draws me closer, 

With the ambition and curiosity of a small boy and the determination of a man. 

The shadow is sanctuary, a place to escape the light. 

In the light they can see me, 

In the light they can see all 

Although the light is wide in its spread, 

They still cannot see the pain in my face. 

The pain that their eyes bring to bear when 

they look upon me. 

They see me as an insignificant “thing,” 

Something to be traded, mangled and mocked. 

But in the shadows, their evil eyes cannot stare 

my soul into oblivion. 

In the dark, I am free to move without their 

Judgmental eyes on me. 

In the shadows, I can sleep without dreams of 

Despair and deception. 

In the shadows, I am home.  

 

_______________________ 

 

“REAL STORY BEHIND SCHOOL SHOOTINGS GOING UNTOLD” 

 

“About every 10 days, a New York Times review found, a mass, random, public shooting occurs 

in the US.”   

 

“The media, politicians and experts reserve their most horrified outrage for killing in which 

students are shot by another student at school.”   

 

(Mike Males, "Real Story Behind School Shootings Going Untold" Houston Chronicle, March 

12, 2001) 

 

_______________________ 

 

“REDUCING THE RISK:  CONNECTIONS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE 

LIVES OF YOUTH” 

http://www.josephjennings.com/about.htm
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“The National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (Add Health) is the first national study 

of adolescent health designed to measure the social settings of adolescent lives, the way s in 

which adolescents connect to their social world, and the influence of these social settings and 

connections on health.”   

 

“Add Health surveys were conducted in two phases.  In the first phase, some 90,000 students in 

grades 7 through 12 attending 145 schools around the United States answered brief 

questionnaires about their lives, including their health, friendships, self-esteem and expectations 

for the future.”   

 

“In the second phase, with written consent of both the parent and adolescent, over 20,000 in-

home interviews of students were conducted between April and December of 1995 (Wave I).  No 

paper questionnaires were used.  Instead, all data were recorded on lap-top computers.  A follow 

up (Wave II) of 15,000 adolescents, interviewed again at home, was conducted between April 

and August of 1996.”   

 

“The bad news?  Since 1990, some of those risky behaviors have again increased.  Teenage 

cigarette smoking is up by as much as 2% per year, since 1992.  Until recently, marijuana use 

had increased for three straight years among 8
th

, 10
th

, and 12
th

 grade students.  More teens live in 

poverty now than during the previous decade.  Violence, suicide and teenage pregnancy continue 

to be problems for many young people.  Teenage homicide has increased.  Between 1979 and 

1991, almost 40,000 adolescents ages 15 to 19 died as a result of firearms:  62% were homicides, 

33% were suicides, and 5% were unintentional injuries.”   

 

“Over 10% of males and over 5% of females report having committed a violent act in the past 

year 

 

“12.4% of students say they have carried a weapon to school in the past month.”   

 

“Who is at the most risk for engaging in violence: 

 Welfare recipients 

 Younger teens 

 Urban youth 

 Native American teens  (Add Health data (p05).” 

 

(Dr. R.W. Blum and P.M. Rinehart, “Reducing The Risk:  Connections That Make A Difference 

In The Lives Of Youth,” Division of General Pediatrics and Adolescent Health, University of 

Minnesota) 
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(This research is based on data from the Add Health project, a program project designed by 

J.Richard Udry (PI) and Peter Bearman, and funded by grand #P01-HD31921 from the National 

Institute of Child Health and Human Development to the Carolina Population Center) 

 

(It is based on the first analysis of Add health data, “Protecting adolescents from harm:  Findings 

from the National Longitudinal Study on Adolescent Health,” published in the Sept. 10, 1997 

issue of the JAMA, Journal of the American Medical Association) 
 

_______________________ 
 

“REDUCING THE RISK: CONNECTIONS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE 

LIVES OF YOUTH” 

 “The National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (Add Health) is the first national study 

of adolescent health designed to measure the social settings of adolescent lives, the ways in 

which adolescents connect to their social would, and the influence of these social settings and 

connections on health.”(p4) 

“In the decade of 1980-1990 the death rate for youth between the ages of 15 and 24 decreased by 

12 percent during that time period. That’s the good news.  The bad news?  Since 1990, some of 

those risky behaviors have again increased.” (p5) 

“Teenage homicide has increased.  Between 1979 and 1991, almost 40,000 adolescents ages 15-

19 died as a result of firearms: 62 percents were homicides, 33 percent were suicides, and 5 

percent were unintentional injuries.” (p5) 

“90,000 students in grades 7 through 12 attending 145 schools around the United States 

answered brief questionnaires about their lives, including their health, friendships, self-esteem, 

and expectations for the future.  20,000 in-home interviews of students were conducted between 

April and December of 1995.  A follow-up (Wave II) of 15,000 adolescents, interviewed again at 

home, was conducted between April and August 1996.” (p.7) 

“Over 10 percent of males and over 5 percent of females report having committed a violent act in 

the past year.” (p11) 

“More younger than older teens report having been involved in violent activities.  Urban teens, 

teens whose families receive welfare, and Native American teens appear more likely than other 

teens to be involved in violence.  Additionally, 12.4 percent of students say they have carried a 

weapon to school in the past month.” (p11) 

“For all teens, being physically ‘out of sync’ with peers seems to extract an emotional price.  

Only a few individual characteristics play a role in whether teens report contemplating or 

attempting suicide.  Those who think they will die young are at risk regardless of age.  For 

younger teens, a low grade point average is significantly related to having thought about or 

attempted suicide.” 
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“Those teens most likely to be involved in committing violent acts are those who:” 

 Have been a victim or a witness to violence’ 

 Carry a weapon; 

 Are involved in deviant behavior’ 

 Or sell drugs. (p28) 

“When younger teens are doing poorly in school or expect to die young, they are also more likely 

to be involved in interpersonal violence.” (p28) 

(Blum, R.W. Rinehart, P.M. “Reducing the risk: Connection that make a difference in the lives 

of youth.” Division of General Pediatrics and Adolescent Health, University of Minnesota, Box 

721, 420 Delaware St., S.E., Minneapolis, MN 55455. Preparation of this report was assisted by 

a grant from The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Princeton, New Jersey. Printed by the 

University of Minnesota Printing Services.) 

_______________________ 
 

“SALIVA TEST FINDS BOYS WITH TASTE FOR VIOLENCE” 

 

“ A dozen children with low cortisol levels averaged 5.2 symptoms of conduct disorder, whereas 

the remaining 26 boys with higher levels averaged only 1.5. More than a third of the boys with 

low cortisol were nominated the “meanest”. Prof McBurnett said: “Boys with consistently lower 

cortisol levels may not be as afraid of retribution.’”  

 

(“Saliva test finds boys with taste for violence”, Electronic Telegraph via Drudge, 

FreeRepublic.com, 1/17/00) 
 

_______________________ 
 

“SCHOOL VIOLENCE KNOWS NO BORDERS” 

 

 “Parental Involvement:  Regarding the causes and potential prevention of school violence, 

Americans and Canadians hold many similar views. When asked in 2001 about the single 

most important thing that can be done to prevent another school shooting, almost a third of 

American adults (31%) responded with "parental involvement and responsibility." In the 

same poll, a majority (57%) also said that students' home lives and their relationships with 

their parents are extremely important factors in school shootings. Similarly, 45% of 

Canadians polled in 1999*** suggested that parents bear "a great deal" of blame for school 

shootings. With regard to preventing this type of crime, 42% of Canadians believe that 

parents should be held legally responsible for crimes their children commit with their parents' 

guns, and 31% believe that stiffer penalties for parents whose children commit crimes would 

serve as a deterrent.” 
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(***Results are based on 1,003 telephone interviews with adults, aged 18 and older, 

conducted May 14-23, 1999. For results based on this total sample, one can say with 95% 

confidence that the margin of sampling error is ±3%) 

 

(www.gallup.com/poll/tb/educaYouth/20020625.asp) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“SCHOOL-ASSOCIATED VIOLENT DEATHS IN THE UNITED STATES, 1994-1999” 

 “Between 1994 and 1999, 220 events resulting in 253 deaths were identified; 202 events 

involved 1 death and 18 involved multiple deaths (median, 2 deaths per multiple victims event.) 

Of the 220 events, 172 were homicides, 30 were suicides, 11 were homicide-suicides, 5 were 

legal intervention deaths, and 2 were unintentional firearm-related deaths. Students accounted for 

172 (68.0%) of these deaths.” 

“Most events occurred around the start of the school day, the lunch period, or the end of the 

school day.  For 120 (54.5%) of the incidents, respondents reported that a note, threat, or other 

action potentially indicating risk for violence occurred prior to the event.  Homicide offenders 

were more likely than homicide victims to have expressed some form of suicidal hebavior prior 

to the event (odds ratio[OR], 6.96; 95% confidence interval [CI], 1.96-24.65) and been bullied 

by their peers 9 OR, 2.57; 95% CI, 1.12-5.92).” 

“school-associated violent deaths represent a small fraction of all homicides and suicides that 

occur among school-aged children.  However, overall school-associated student homicide rates 

appear to have increased in recent years, which can be attributed to an increase in homicide rates 

for students killed in multiple-victim homicide events.  The proportion of all school-associated 

student homicides that involved multiple victims has risen from 0% in 1992 to 42% in 1999.  At 

the same time, the rate of single-victim student homicides has declined.  Our findings show that 

in recent years there were fewer school-associated violent deaths events but more deaths per 

event.” 

(“School-Associated Violent Deaths in the United States, 1994-1999.” American Medical 

Association, December 5, 2001-Vol 286, No.21 page 2695-2701) 

_______________________ 

 

“SUGAR, SPICE AND READY TO KILL” 

 

 “Recent FBI statistics indicate that girl violence is increasing faster than boy violence in the US. 

While the violent crime arrest rate for young males jumped 124% from 1967 to 1996, the rate for 

young females has nearly tripled that 345%. Today, a quarter of all juvenile perpetrators of 

violent crime are female.”  

 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/educaYouth/20020625.asp
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(“Sugar, Spice and Ready to Kill”, ABCNEWS.com, by Jenifer Joseph) 

 

_______________________ 

 

“SURGEON GENERAL REPORTS ON YOUTH VIOLENCE” 
 

“In 1999, there were 104,000 arrests of people under age 18 for a serious violent crime – 

robbery, forcible rape, aggravated assault, or homicide.  Of these, 1,400 were for homicides 

committed by adolescents and, on occasion, even younger children.” 

 

“’But … arrest records give only a partial picture of youth violence,’ it added.” 

 

“’For every youth arrested in a given year in the late 1990’s, at least 10 were engaged in some 

form of violent behavior that could have seriously injured or killed another person, according to 

the several national research surveys in which youths report their own behavior.’” 

 

“The report gives advice to parents, teachers and community leaders and draws on several 

studies that have shown that the more time kids have ‘hang around’ and do nothing, the more 

likely they are to get into trouble, including using drugs and having sex.” 

 

“’The most critical risk factor for violence for your children is the behavior of their peers.  Know 

who your kids associate with and encourage healthy peer relationships,’ the report tells parents.” 

 

“Myth:  African American and Hispanic youths are more likely to become involved in violence.  

‘Not true,’ U.S. Surgeon General Satcher said, indicating that income level and family situation 

were more relevant predictors of violent behaviors.” 

 

(abcnews.com “U.S. Youth Violence Epidemic Not over” 2001) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“TEEN KILLINGS, OTHER CRIMES FALL SHARPLY” 

 
"A six year decline in killing by teenagers brought the 1999 homicide arrest rate for juveniles 

down 68% from its 1993 peak to the lowest level since 1966, the Justice Department reported 

Thursday."   

 

"The arrest rate of juveniles for four major violent crimes - murder, rape, robbery, and 

aggravated assault - plunged 36% from its 1994 peak to 1999, reaching the lowest point since 

1988, according to FBI statistics cited in a report by the Justice Department's Office of Juvenile 

Justice and Delinquency Prevention."  

 

"That violent youth-crime wave of the late 1980's and early 1990's was overwhelmingly 

concentrated among black teenagers in the nation's largest cities, and the homicide declines have 

been greatest among them.  But there also were sharp declines in killings by white male 

teenagers…"   
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"Fox's data estimating actual offense rates rather than merely arrest rates showed that the rate of 

homicides committed by blacks age 14 to 17 fell from 244.1 per 100,000 youths in 1993 to 67.3 

in 1999.   The white teenage homicide rate fell from 21.8 per 100,000 in 1993 to 10.2 in 1999, 

Fox said.” 

 

(Michael Sniffen, "Teen killings, other crimes fall sharply" The Associated Press, December 15, 

2000) 
 

_______________________ 

 
“TEENAGE DEPRESSION SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN LIGHTLY” 

 

“’The main difference between adolescents who are depressed and adults who are (depressed) is 

that adolescents tend to act out their emotions,’ says Erickson.  ‘Everything is important to them 

right now.  For instance, having a car would not normally be a big thing for adults.  They’d take 

a bus, bicycle; do what they have to do to get around.  For a teenager, not having a car could be a 

major crisis.’”   

 

“’They’d look at their kids and say what do you have to be depressed about?  You don’t have to 

work, you don’t have responsibilities.  You have it made,” says Erickson.  “The kid feels even 

more alienated.’” 

 

“’How can parents tell the difference between depression and teenage mood swings? “A typical 

mood swing will usually alleviate itself within 24 hours,” says Erickson.  “Depression kids get 

stuck.  They are either chronically euphoric or agitated.’”  

 

“’The first steps,’ says Erickson, ‘is to take them seriously.’”  

 

(Jennifer Garza, “Teenage Depression Should Not Be Taken Lightly”, The Sacramento Bee 

www.sacbee.com) 

 
_______________________ 

 

“TEENAGE GIRLS BUYING INTO GANG VIOLENCE: A SUMMARY” 

 

"The study cites statistics showing a 50% increase in serious crimes by teenage girls between 

girls between 1968 and 1974, compared to a 10% increase for boys.  Arrests of girls under 18 for 

violent crimes rose 393% between 1960 and 1978, compared to 82% for boys."  

 

"Gang prevention programs for girls need to start before high school, the study noted.  ‘If the 

majority of hard core gang members begin associating with gangs at age 11 and drop out of 

school by the 10th grade, then programs must target elementary and middle-school students.’" 

 

(Christian Molidor, "Teenage Girls Buying into Gang Violence: A Summary", 

www.casanet.org/library/delinquency/teenage.htm) 

http://www.sacbee.com/
http://www.casanet.org/library/delinquency/teenage.htm
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_______________________ 

 

 

“TERRORIST FIND ALLIES ON CAMPUS” 

 

 “‘Anyone who would blow up the Pentagon would get my vote,’ declared University of New 

Mexico Professor Richard Berthold. San Francisco State student Roberto Ochoa opined, ‘we 

should be asking what we did to deserve this.’ A University of Colorado student maintained, 

‘we had it coming.’” 

 

 “At Lehigh, the vice provost for student affairs initially reacted to the tragedy by banning the 

display of the American flag. News of his decision led to outrage, which quickly forced a 

reversal of policy. ‘We have such a diverse student body and emotions are so high right 

now,’ a Lehigh spokesman explained. ‘The idea was to keep from offending some of our 

students, and maybe the result was much to the contrary.’” 

 

 “Duke University's Kathryn Duke wrote that in light of the likely American military 

response, ‘the sight of the flag burning would be preferable to its display across America.’ 

Jessica Stillman of Rutgers University objected to the placement of a print of an American 

flag in an issue of the school's student newspaper, The Daily Targum. ‘The publication of an 

American flag within the pages of the paper shows blind support for this country and its 

policies, and limits those un-patriotic voices, which should be heard, even in this time of 

tragedy,’ she maintained.” 

 

 “At Berkeley, students wore green armbands to show solidarity with Arabs and followers of 

Islam.” 

 

 “Professor Robert Jensen of the University of Houston pronounced, ‘my primary anger is 

directed at the leaders of this country.’ The attacks on the Pentagon and the World Trade 

Center are ‘no more despicable than the massive acts of terrorism-the deliberate killing of 

civilians for political purposes-that the U.S. government has committed in my lifetime.’ We 

are ‘just as guilty,’ he concluded.” 

 

 “Berkeley Professor Peter Dale Scott telephonically imparted to the students, ‘what goes 

around comes around’ and defended the terrorists by proclaiming, ‘they aren't cowards, if 

nothing else, it surely isn't cowardly to ride the plane in for something you believe.’” 

 

 “Lisa Mann of Wake Forest University wrote, ‘I do not feel as though the 'safety' of 

Americans has been affected. It took these terrorists years to plan the kind of destruction we 

have wreaked on other countries in a matter of days to weeks. That is right; America is not a 

'nice' country.’ Her article in the school's student newspaper, The Old Gold and Black, 

posited, ‘We are kidding ourselves in thinking we have been 'wronged,’ adding, ‘sometimes 

it is our fault.’” 

 

(Dan Flynn, “Terrorists Find Allies on Campus, www.academia.org/news/terrorists.html) 

http://www.academia.org/news/terrorists.html
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_______________________ 

 

“THE DARK SIDE OF GIRL POWER” 

 

 “Even though FBI statistics show that men still commit 90% of the murders in America, Jack 

Levin, who heads Northeastern University’s Brudnick Center on Violence and Conflict, notes 

that more women are getting arrested for violent crime.”   

 

“Between 1981 and 1997, arrested rated for girls increased more than for boys in every crime 

category nationwide, and females delinquency cases shot up 76% compared to a 42% increased 

for boys.”   

 

“‘Teenage girls are now much more likely to join gangs than before,’ Levin says.  “There is a 

female gender role for them: cheerleaders for the gangs.  They are doing more hair pulling and 

punching.  They don’t bring the guns.  But they are certainly using more knives.’”  

 

“Though it’s unlikely all these young delinquents are rushing home to watch Xena, Levin does 

believe that some watch the show.”  

 

 ("The Dark Side of Girl Power", New York Post, 1/28/01, John Freeman) 

 
_______________________ 

 

“THE GRACE AND TRUTH PARADOX” 

 

“Westley Allan Dodd tortured, molested, and murdered three boys in Vancouver, Washington, 

about twenty minutes from where I live. Dodd was scheduled to be hung shortly before 

midnight. Earlier that evening our family had prayed together.  Both our daughters had asked 

God to intervene, praying that Dodd would repent and place his faith in Christ.  I agreed with 

their prayer because I knew I should.” 

 

“When the twelve media people who were firsthand witnesses to the execution finally emerged 

thirty minutes after Dodd was dead, they recounted their sobering experience.” 

 

“You could feel the tension in the air when one of them said that Dodd’s last words included the 

statement, ‘I had thought there was no hope and no peace. I was wrong. I have found hope and 

peace in the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

“A few family members of the young victims, and some in the media, expressed their utter 

disgust at Dodd’s supposed conversion.  That was understandable.  After all, it didn’t change 

what he’d done. How dare someone who has done anything so terrible say he has found hope and 

peace in Jesus? Did he really think God would let him into heaven after what he’d done? Shut up 

and go to hell, child killer – you won’t get off so easy! 

 

“Never h.” 
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“If God isn’t big enough to save Dodd and Dahmer, He’s not big enough to save me.” 

(NO DOC) 

 
_______________________ 

 

“THE LIFE OF THE FUTURE VIOLENT CRIMINAL” 

 “There is a strong, well-documented pattern of circumstances and social evolution in the life of 

a future violent criminal.  The pattern may be summarized in five basic stages.” 

“STAGE ONE: Parental neglect and abandonment of the child in early home life” 

 “When the future violent criminal is born his father has already abandoned the mother.” 

 “If his parents are married, they are likely to divorce by the third year.” 

 “He is raised in a neighborhood with a high concentration of single-parent families.” 

 “He does not become securely attached to his mother during the critical early years of his 

life.” 

 “His childcare frequently changes.” 

 “The adult in his life frequently quarrel and vent their frustrations physically.” 

 “He, or a member of his family, may suffer one or more forms of abuse, including sexual 

abuse.” 

 “There is much harshness in his home, and he is deprived of affection.” 

 “He becomes hostile, anxious, and hyperactive.  He is difficult to manage at age three and is 

frequently labeled as a ‘behavior problem.’” 

 “Lacking his father’s presence and attention, he becomes increasingly aggressive.” 

 

“STAGE TWO: The embryonic gang becomes a place for him to belong 

His behavior continues to deteriorate at a rapid rate.” 

 

 “He satisfies his needs by exploiting others.” 

 “At age five or six, he hits his mother.” 

 “In first grade, his aggressive behavior causes problems for other children.” 

 “He is difficult for school officials to handle.” 

 “He is socially rejected at school by ‘normal’ children.” 

 “He searches for and finds acceptance among similarly aggressive and hostile children.” 

 “He and his friends are slower at school.  They fail at verbal tasks that demand abstract 

thinking and at learning social moral concepts.” 

 “His reading scores trail behind the rest of his class.” 

 “He has lessening interest in school, teachers, and in learning.” 

 “By now, he and his friends have low educational and life expectations for themselves.” 

 “These low expectations are reinforced by teachers and family members.” 

 “Poor supervision at home continues.” 

 “His father, or father substitute is still absent.” 
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 “His life is now primarily characterized by his own aggressive behavior, his aggressive peers, 

and his hostile home life.” 

 

“STAGE THREE: He joins a delinquent gang” 

 

 “At age 11, his bad habits and attitudes are well established.” 

 “By, age 15, he engages in criminal behavior. (and the earlier he commits his first delinquent 

act, the longer he will be likely to lead a life of crime.)” 

 “His companions are the main source of his personal identity and his sense of belonging.” 

 “Life with his delinquent friends is hidden from adults.” 

 “The number of delinquent acts increases in the year before he and his friends drop out of 

school.” 

 “His delinquent girlfriends have poor relationships with their mothers, as well as with 

‘normal’ girls in school.” 

 “Many of his peers use drugs.” 

 “Many, especially the girls, run away from home or just drift away.” 

 

“STAGE FOUR: He commits violent crime and the full-fledged criminal gang emerges” 

 

 “High violence grows in his community with the increase in the number of single-parent 

families.” 

 “He purchases a gun, at first mainly for self-defense.” 

 “He and his peers begin to use violence for exploitation.” 

 “The violent young men in his delinquent peer group are arrested more than the non-violent 

criminals.  But most of them do not get caught at all.” 

 “Gradually, different friends specialize in different types of crime; violence or theft.  Some 

are more versatile than others.” 

 “The girls are involved in prostitution while he and the other boys are members of criminal 

gangs.” 

 

 

 

“STAGE FIVE: A new child-and a new generation of criminals –is born” 

 

 “His 16-year-old girlfriend is pregnant.  He has no thought of marrying her; among his peers 

this simply isn’t done.  They stay together for a while until the shouting and hitting start.  He 

leaves her and does not see the baby anymore.” 

 “One or two of his criminal friends are really experts in their field.” 

 “Only a few members of the group to which he now belongs-career criminals-are caught.  

They commit hundreds of crimes per year.” 

 “Most of the crimes he and his friends commit are in their own neighborhood.” 

 

“In the mid-1980’s, the chancellor of New York City school system warned: ‘We are in a 

situation now where 12,000 of our 60,000 kindergartners have mothers who are still in their 
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teenage years and where 40 percent of our students come from single-parent households.’ But 

today this crisis is not confined to New York City; it afflicts eve small, rural communities.  And, 

worse yet, the national illegitimacy rate is predicted to reach 50 percent within the next twelve to 

twenty years.” 

“Violence begets violence.  Violent families are producing violent youths, and violent youths are 

producing violent communities.  The future violent criminal is likely to have witnessed 

numerous conflicts between his parents.  He may have been physically or sexually abused.” 

“British and American studies show that fewer than 5 percent of all criminals account for 50 

percent of all criminal convictions.” 

(“The Life of the Future Violent Criminal.” Imprimis, Hillsdale College. October 1995, Volume 

24, No. 10, page 3-4.) 

_______________________ 

 

“THE ROLE OF ATTACHMENT AS A PROTECTIVE FACTOR IN ADOLESCENT 

VIOLENT BEHAVIOR”  

 

(This study examined how attachment relationships function as protective and risk factors across 

a range of specific violent behaviors.) 

 

(This study analyzed data from the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (WAVE 

I).  A multistage sample design was used to represent the US population of 7
th

 thru 12
th

 graders. 

 

“Over the past decade juvenile arrests for violence, weapons, drugs and curfew violations have 

intensified.  National crime statistics indicate that adolescents and young adults are more likely 

to participate in violent behavior than individuals in any other age group (2,3).  In 1997, an 

estimated one in five arrested involved a juvenile; in the same year, about one in eleven juveniles 

arrested for any crime was under age 13 (4). Analogous to the arrest trends for older juveniles, 

the arrest rate for young offenders has risen 63% from 1987 until 1994 when it began to decline 

slightly.  However, recent rends have shown an increase in violence among female adolescents 

(5).” 

 

(2) Lowry R, Sleet D, Duncan C. Adolescents at risk for violence.  Educational Psychology 

Review 1995;7:7-39 

(3) Snyder TD, Hoffman CM, Geddes CM.  Digest of Educational Statistics 1997.  Washington 

D.C.: US Department of Education.  National Center for Educational Statistics. 1997 

(4) Snyder H, Sikmund M. Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 1999 National Report.  Washington , 

DC: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention; 1999. 

(5) U.S. Department of Justice.  OJJDP Fact Sheet: What about girls?  Washington, DC: U.S. 

Department of Justice; 1998. 

 

“23% of the adolescents in the US reported shoplifting in the past year.  Among these, 64% 

reported shoplifting one to two times, 14% reported shoplifting three to four times, and 22% 

reported shoplifting five or more times.” (p9 - RA) 
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“5% of adolescents in the US reported going into a house or building to steal something in the 

past year.  Of these, 71% reported doing this one to two times, 14% three to four times and 15% 

reported five or more times.” (p9 – RA) 

 

“A substantial number of adolescents reported engaging in physical violence against another 

person.  33% of the adolescents in the US reported being in a serious physical fight in the past 

year.  Among these, 71% reported fighting one to two times, 16% reported fighting three to four 

times, and 13% reported fighting five or more times.” (p12 – RA) 

 

“18% of adolescents in the US reported seriously injuring someone sufficiently that the other 

person required bandages or medical attention from a nurse or doctor.” (p12 – RA) 

 

“The largest effects found in this study represent generally immutable characteristics of 

individuals (e.g., gender and race.).  Adolescent girls are significantly less likely than adolescent 

boys to report involvement in all forms of interpersonal violence.  Decreased likelihood of 

female violence is not surprising and is supported by numerous other studies (43-45).  Though 

the female juvenile arrest rate remains below that of males, girls are increasingly implicated for 

certain types of crimes.  Between 1992 and 1996 the juvenile female arrest rate for violent 

crimes increased 25%, while the male rate for the same offenses remained unchanged.  Between 

1981 and 1997, the rate of female adolescents arrested for aggravated assault increased twice as 

much as the rate of their male peers (5).”   

 

(5) U.S. Department of Justice. OJJDP Fact Sheet: What about girls? Washington, DC: U.S. 

Department of Justice; 1998. 

(43) Loeber R, Stouthamer-Loeber M. Development of juvenile aggression and violence: Some 

misconceptions and controversies.  American Psychology 1998; 53:242-59. 

(44) Prothrow-Stith DB. The epidemic of youth violence in America: using public health 

prevention strategies to prevent violence.  Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved 

1995; 6 (2): 95-101. 

(45) Verlinden S, Hersen M, Thomas J. Risk factors in school shootings.  Clinical Psychology 

Review 2000; 20 (1):3-56., (p20 - RA)  

 

“Based on the results of this study, African American and Hispanic adolescents are significantly 

more likely than white adolescents to be involved in violent behaviors.  Given this pattern of 

results the temptation is to conclude that reported participation in violent behavior is a function 

of race/ethnicity.  However, these results must be interpreted with caution since it is very 

unlikely that race/ethnicity, in and of itself is a causal factor for violent behavior.  Violence is not 

a uniquely racial problem (46, 47).  Previous studies suggest that youth violence could in large 

part be accounted for by economic and social factors associated with poverty and unemployment 

(48,49).  There is a need to closely examine other correlates that have consistently emerged: 

individual, family, peer, school, and neighborhood/community.  Our understanding of the role of 

race/ethnicity in youth violence is dependent on a clearer picture of these correlates and their 

relationship to the economic and social causes of violence.”  
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(46) Fingerhut LA, Klienman JC. International and interstate comparisons of homicide among 

young males.  Journal of the American Medical Association 1990; 263:3292-95 

(47) Rosenberg ML. Violence in America: an integrated approach to understanding and 

prevention.  Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved 1996; 6(2):102-12. 

(48) Rosenberg ML, Carroll PW, Powell KE.  Let’s be clear: violence in America is a public 

health problem.  Journal of the American Medical Association 1989; 262:3076-77. 

(49) Runyan CW, Gerkin EA.  Epidemiology and prevention of adolescent injury, a review and 

research agenda.  Journal of the American Medical Association 1989;262:2273-79., (p20-21 – 

RA) 

 

“There are no immediate solutions for the challenge posed by violence among youth, but there 

are steps that can be taken in the areas of research, practice and policy.  Future research should 

focus on the mediation and moderating effects of gender, race and family structure and their 

association to attachment and delinquency patterns of adolescents.  Another important issue 

relates to the different developmental pathways along which boys and girls proceed.  While it is 

clear that boys engage in interpersonal violence at a higher rate than girls, future studies need to 

closely examine the risks and protective factors for girls as potentially separate and distinct from 

those of boys.” (p22 – RA) 

 

“Interpersonal violence in adolescence can be prevented if the efforts of social service and health 

care providers are used in conjunction with schools, whose unique position to assist with this 

task should not be underestimated.  While universal interventions (e.g. gun control, prenatal 

care) are necessary and helpful, approaches must integrate strategies across the variety of settings 

in order to make headway against youth violence.  These approaches need to be comprehensive 

and interdisciplinary in order to address needs across systems in which the youth is experiencing 

difficulty (e.g., family, school, neighborhood/community).  It is also important to maintain 

individualized treatments to address the specific strengths and needs of each adolescent with a 

closer connection to school, while for others it might be helping the family to understand the 

danger of keeping unlocked firearms in the home, or making sufficient changes in the 

community in order to ensure that the adolescent feels safe as they move around the 

neighborhood.” (p23 – RA) 

 

(Todd Franke, Ph.D., “The Role of Attachment as a Protective Factor in Adolescent Violent 

Behavior,” Adolescent and Family Health, 2000, 1(1): p40-57.) 

 
_______________________ 

 

USA TODAY 

 

 “A study of 133,571 students in schoolrooms in 28 states shows that, ‘…research in one 

Midwestern middle school found that 80% of students had bullied their peers to some degree in 

the previous 30 days.’”   

 

“About 40% of children in grades six through 12 threatened to hurt another student at school by 

hitting, slapping, or kicking according to a major survey to be released Wednesday.” 
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“Of those surveyed, 19% say they have been hit, slapped, or kicked while at school, and 25% say 

they have been afraid another student would hit them at school.” 

 

(USA Today, Sept. 7, 1999, p1D) 
 

_______________________ 

 

"VIOLENCE: A HIDDEN HEALTH EPIDEMIC" 

 

“Signs of the rising problem include: 

 

 One in every eight murder victims in the US is younger than 18.  Almost 40 children and 

adolescents are killed by violence each week. 

 Murder and suicide are the second and third leading causes of dearth among teenagers 

between the ages 15 to 19.  Among 10 to 14 year olds, they are third and fourth. 

 In an average month, there are more than 525,000 violent attacks in public schools.  Nearly 

8% of urban junior and senior high school students are too afraid to go to school at least once 

a month. 

 

“Those were among statistics cited by the Commission for the Prevention of Youth Violence, a 

coalition of American health care professionals.” 

 

“The commission’s seven priorities to prevent youth violence include supporting and promoting 

the development of healthy families and communities, enhancing services for early identification 

and intervention for at-risk children and youth, increasing access to health and mental health care 

services, reducing access to firearms, reducing exposure to media violence, and ensuring national 

support and advocacy for solutions to violence.”  ("Violence: A hidden health epidemic", The 

Detroit News, www.detnews.com/specialreports/2000/violence, Mia Rabson) 
 

_______________________ 

 

“VIOLENCE APPEALS TO KIDS TOO” 

   

"According to the Mediascope National Television Violence Study, children see an average of 

12,000 violent acts a year on TV, and preschoolers witness 8,000 murders on TV before they 

start kindergarten.  Children exposed to this carnage become desensitized, less empathetic and 

more likely to respond violently.  They also fall victim to the "mean world" syndrome, a 

distorted view of the odds that they or someone they know will be the victim of violence.”  

 

"For me, the JAMA article's really scary statistics was that 16% of children ages 2-7 have a VCR 

in their own rooms.  I see children as young as 5 watching R-rated movies in theaters; many 

more probably see them as videos at home.  Kids need parents to monitor the quality and 

quantity of what they watch, see how they react, and talk with them about what they have seen.  

The most important place in the house to childproof just may be the VCR.”  

 

(Nell Minow, "Violence appeals to kids, too" USA Today, p27A, 

www.usatoday.com/usatonline/20000601/2318480s.htm) 

http://www.usatoday.com/usatonline/20000601/2318480s.htm
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_______________________ 

 

“VIOLENT CRIME AMONG YOUTHS SOARING, REPORT SAYS” 

 “If current trends continue, the number of juvenile arrests for violent crimes will double by 

2010, the Justice Department said Thursday in the most comprehensive report ever assembled on 

youth crime.” 

“Arrest rates for violent crimes among juveniles age 10 to 17 jumped 100 percent between 1983 

and 1992, and the number of teenagers in the population was expected to increase 20 percent 

over the next decade.” 

“Youths age 6 to 17 commit violent crimes was from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., between the end of the 

school day and dinner.” 

“Dr. James Alan Fox, dean of the college of criminal justice at Northeastern University in 

Boston, said the new figures on the time at which young people commit crimes showed that ‘we 

can’t leave it to families’ to solve the problem of juvenile violence.” 

“ ‘The families aren’t available, and it’s often not out of choice,’ Dr. Fox said. ‘They are off 

working out of economic necessity and it leaves kids idle, unsupervised with little to do except 

hang out with their friends.”   

“ Juvenile Offenders and Victims: A National Report, was put together by the National Center 

for Juvenile Justice in Pittsburgh.” 

“From 1980 to 1992, reports of children abused and neglected almost tripled to 2.9 million from 

1 million.” 

“Between 1984 and 1993, the number of homicides among juveniles involving handguns 

increased fivefold. Eighty percent of juvenile homicides now are committed with a gun.” 

“The homicide rate among 14 to 17 year-olds had increased 165 percent in the past 10 years.” 

(“Violent crime among youths soaring, report says.” The Dallas Morning News. Friday, 

September 8, 1995. 4A.) 

_______________________ 

“VIOLENT SIGNS – THE NATIONAL SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER” 
 

“List of Characteristics that teachers and parents should watch for in students:” 

 

1. Has tantrums and uncontrollable angry outbursts. 

2. Has been truant, suspended or expelled from school. 

3. Has little or no supervision and support from parents or a caring adult. 

4. Prefers reading materials dealing with violent themes, rituals and abuse. 
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5. Characteristically resorts to name calling, cursing or abusive language. 

6. Habitually makes violent threats when angry. 

7. Has previously brought a weapon to school. 

8. Has a background of serious disciplinary problems 

9. Has a background of drug, alcohol or other substance abuse or dependency. 

10. Has few or no close friends. 

 

“The bullies ‘never think about the damage they are doing to somebody’s reputation,” Weiner 

says. “This is a real, sad commentary on the modern age.””  

 

(“When School Hurts,” USA Today,  April 10, 2001, Pg6D) 

 
_______________________ 

 

“WHY ARE KIDS SO ANGRY?” 

   

“Status of America’s Schools.  Intense media coverage of several high-profile school shootings 

has led to a widespread belief that violence in schools has reached epidemic proportions.  Yet, 

most schools are safe.  A child is more likely to become a victim of a violent crime in the 

community or at home than at school.  In 1996 about 26 of every 1000 students were victims of 

serious violent crimes at school.  (13)  Nevertheless, a substantial number of crimes, including 

violent ones, still do take place at school endangering students and teachers and fueling fears 

among both children and parents.  The number of multiple victim homicide events at schools 

increased from two in the 1992-93 school year to six in 1997-98.  Consider these other facts 

about crime in schools: 

 

 In 1996 there were 79 thefts for every 1000 students (ages 12 to 18) at school. (14) 

 

 Of crimes reported to police during the 1996-97 school year, 10% of all public schools reported 

one or more serious violent crimes (rape, sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault). (15) 

 

 Of crimes reported to police during the 1996-97 school year, 47% of all public schools reported 

at least one less serious or nonviolent crime to police. (16) 

 

 Between 1989 and 1995 the percentage of students who reported that street gangs were present at 

their schools increased from 15 to 28%. (17) 

 

 In 1997 students ages 12 through 18 were victims of about 2.7 million nonfatal crimes (theft plus 

violent crime) at school – a rate of 102 crimes per 1000 students.  (18) 

 

14. U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Fast Response 

Survey System, Principal/School Disciplinarian Survey on School Violence, FRSS 63, 1997. 

15. Ibid. 

16. U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School Crime Supplement to 

National Crime Victimization Survey, 1989 and 1995. 
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17. U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization 

Survey, 1992 to 1997.,  (p8) 

 

“A rise in the incidence of child abuse generally foreshadows an increase in juvenile violent 

crime.  The majority of prisoners in our jails were abused a children.”   

(33)  (H. Hodgkinson, Southern Crossroads:  A Demographic Look at the Southeast 1993)., 

(p13) 

 

“The American Journal of Psychiatry reported the relationship between child abuse and crime.  

Of 14 juveniles condemned to death in the United States in 1986, 12 had been brutally abused as 

children, and 5 had been sodomized by relatives.”   

(34) (D.O. Lewis, J.H. Pincus, B.Bard, E. Richardson, L.S. Prischep, M. Feldman, and C. Yager, 

“Neuropsychiatric, Psychoeducational and Family Characteristics of 14 Juveniles Condemned to 

Death in the U.S.,” American Journal of Psychiatry 145 (1988):  585-589.,  

 

“Child abuse is a significant social concern.  According to the U.S. Dept. of Health and Human 

Services, child abuse rose 134% between 1980 and 1993.  Moreover, sexual abuse rose a 

whopping 350% between that same period.”   

(35) (U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services, The Third National Incidence Study of Child 

Abuse and Neglect (Sept. 1996)), (p13) 

 

“A study of 930 San Francisco women reported that 1 out of 6 women raised by a stepfather was 

sexually abused by him compared to 1 out of 43 women living with their biological father.”   

(36) (Diana Russell, The Secret Trauma: Incest in the Lives of Girls and Women (New York:  

Basic Books, 1986), 234), (p13) 

 

(H. Chris Slane III, M.A. – Director of Research, “Why Are Kids So Angry?” 

1999 - Family First (Tampa, Florida) 

 
_______________________ 

 

“YOUTHS FEEL PRESSURE, NEED SUPPORT” 

 

“More than “1 in 3 had threatened someone with physical harm in the past year and one in six 

reported an attempted suicide sometime in their lifetime.  One in four had used alcohol at least 

three times in the past 30 days, and one in five had used drugs at least three times in the previous 

year.”   

 

(“Youths Feel Pressure, Need Suuport, The Coloradan, Ft. Collins, Mon. Sept. 27, 1999, p A6) 
 

_______________________ 

 

“CRIME BY GIRLS ON THE RISE” 

 

“The number of women in prisons has increased at a faster rate than the number of men in prison 

every year since 1981, according to research from Pennsylvania State University.” 
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“In 1980, there were 15,000 women in prison in the US.  By 1998, the number had reached 

90,000.”  ("Crime by Girls on Rise" Gainesville Sun, 10/28/99 By Kathy Ciotola) 

 

“While boys have had a 33% increase in court referrals since 1985, girls have been referred to 

court 50% more in the same time period.” 

 

“Although girls commit more crimes than in the not-so-distant past, they still break the law far 

less than boys, said Chuck Frazier, professor of sociology and criminology at the University of 

Florida.” 

 

“Boys murder 13 times more frequently than girls do.  They rob about 10 times more often than 

girls, and they rape 60 times more often than girls.”  

 

“The gender gap narrows for crimes such as aggravated assault, where offenses by boys 

outnumber girls 5 to 1.  Larceny thefts by boys outnumber the girls' by 2 to1.”    

 

(Kathy, Ciotola, "Crime by Girls on Rise" Gainesville Sun, October 28, 1999) 
 

_______________________ 

 

 


